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AGENDA 
FARMINGTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
August 26, 2014   10:00 AM 

 
This meeting will be held in Commission Chambers at Aztec City Hall, 201 West Chaco Street, 
Aztec, New Mexico. 
 
ITEM PAGE 
1. Call meeting to order  
2. Approve the minutes from the July 24, 2014 Technical Committee meeting. 6 
3. Amendment #7 to the FFY2014-2019 Transportation Improvement Program. 

a. Review the project(s) in Amendment #7. 
b. Hold a public hearing on Amendment #7. 
c. Make recommendation on Amendment #7. 
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4. Discussion Items: 
a. Communication and Project Management 
b. Regional Priorities 
c. Traffic Operations 
d. Maintenance and Inter-Governmental Agreements 
e. Proposed Changes to the TAP Selection Process 

 

5. Receive report from NMDOT on other items 
a. District 5 (David Quintana) 
b. Planning Division (Brian Degani) 

 

6. Information Items: 
a. Ongoing public participation on 2040 MTP 
b. Other 
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7. Business from Chairman, Members, and Staff  
8. Business from the Floor  
9. Adjournment   
 
 
ATTENTION PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES:  If you are an individual with a disability who is in need of a 
reader, amplifier, qualified sign language interpreter, or any other form of auxiliary aid or service to 
attend or participate in the hearing or meeting, please contact the MPO Administrative Aide at the 
Downtown Center, 100 W Broadway, Farmington, New Mexico or at 505-599-1466 at least one week 
prior to the meeting or as soon as possible.  Public documents, including the agenda and minutes, can 
be provided in various accessible formats.  Please contact the MPO Administrative Aide if a summary or 
other type of accessible format is needed.
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FARMINGTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
Agenda Item #3 

 
  
Subject: FFY2014-2019 TIP Amendment #7 
Prepared by: Duane Wakan, MPO Associate Planner 
Date: August 19, 2014 
  

 
 

BACKGROUND 
 On August 17, 2014 the Farmington MPO advertised Amendment #7 to the 

FFY2014-2019 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). 
 The amendment adds/amends six project(s) to the TIP as described below in 

the attached notice. 
 
 

ADDED/DELETED TIP PROJECTS 
 Newly added TIP projects include a Bridge Preservation Project (F100114) north 

of Aztec and a flashing beacon (F100221) at the intersection of NM 371 and N36 
 A public hearing on Amendment #7 will be held on August 26, 2014 during the 

Technical Committee meeting. 
 
 

ANTICIPATED WORK 
 Seek approval of the amendment at the September 18, 2014 Policy Committee 

meeting. 
 Include the project revisions in the STIP. 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 Public Notice describing the projects in Amendment #7. 

 
 

ACTION ITEM 
 It is recommended that the Technical Committee review the projects in 

Amendment #7, hold a public hearing, and make a recommendation on 
Amendment #7 to the FFY2014-2019 TIP. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
The Farmington Metropolitan Planning Organization (FMPO) is the transportation 
planning forum for the cities of Farmington, Aztec and Bloomfield and the surrounding 
county area. The FMPO develops a Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), which is 
a program of projects reasonably expected to be funded within the next six years.  This 
public comment period meets all of the applicable requirements of the federal 
transportation bill MAP-21 and the federal transit requirements of Section 5307(c) (1-7). 
 
The Farmington MPO is advertising Amendment #7 to the FFY2014-2019 
Transportation Improvement Program which adds/amends six projects as follows: 
 
Added/Amended Projects 
 

Project Name: US 64 Phase V 
Control Number: F100112 
Project Description: Widen to 6 Lanes 
Project Termini: MP 56 to MP 58 
Lead Agency: NMDOT 
Functional 
Classification: 

Urban Principal Arterial- Other 

Funding Source NHPP 
Funding Amount: FY2015 increases funding level to $974,000 & 

changes funding source from NHPP to STPF. 
FY 2017 no changes to NHPP funds of $4,962,682 
FY 2018 no changes to NHPP funds of 
$11,787,317 

Fiscal Year FFY2015, FFY2017, FFY 2018 
Total Project Cost: $17,724,000 

 
Project Name: East Arterial Project (Phase II) 
Control Number: F100091 
Project Description: Construct new road 
Project Termini: From Legion Rd to NM173 
Lead Agency: City of Aztec 
Functional 
Classification: 

Urban Principal Arterial- Other 

Funding Source State Severance Tax – STP Small Urban 
Funding Amount: FY2016 $3,800,000 State Severance Tax adds an 

additional $19,750 to State Severance Tax funds 
FY2017 $3,500,000 STP Small Urban 

Fiscal Year FFY2016 & FFY 2017 
Total Project Cost: $7,319,750 
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Project Name: NM 371/N 36 
Control Number: F100221 
Project Description: Install Intersection Flashing Beacon and Advance 

Warning System 
Project Termini: From MP 54 to MP 56 
Lead Agency: NMDOT 
Functional 
Classification: 

Minor Arterial 

Funding Source Capital Outlay 
Funding Amount: FY2015 $100,000 *new project in the TIP* 
Fiscal Year FFY2015 
Total Project Cost: $100,000 

 
Project Name: 20th Street Sidewalks 
Control Number: F100130 
Project Description: Add pedestrian facilities/ sidewalks on North side 

of street. 
Project Termini: From Clayton to Fairview 
Lead Agency: City of Farmington 
Functional 
Classification: 

Minor Arterial 

Funding Source TAP- Local Non Match 
Funding Amount: FY2014 $28,143 Local Non Match- no change 

FY2015 $220,857 TAP- add an additional $28,143 
(Local Non-Match) for construction 

Fiscal Year FFY2014 & FFY2015 
Total Project Cost: $277,143 

 
Project Name: US 64 Phase IV 
Control Number: F100110 
Project Description: Widen to 6 Lanes 
Project Termini: MP 58 to MP 60 
Lead Agency: NMDOT 
Functional 
Classification: 

Urban Principal Arterial-Other 

Funding Source NHPP, STP 
Funding Amount: FY2016 decreases NHPP funds by $4,440,034 and 

STP funds by $2,655,239 for a total FY 2016 
funding of $5,559,966 

Fiscal Year FFY 2014, FFY 2015 & FFY2016  
Total Project Cost: $15,350,000 
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Project Name: Bridge Preservation Project US 550 Bridge 9178 & 
9179 (Animas River) 

Control Number: F100114 
Project Description: Bridge preservation/maintenance 
Project Termini: MP 169.5 
Lead Agency: NMDOT 
Functional 
Classification: 

Urban Principal Arterial-Other 

Funding Source NHPP 
Funding Amount: FY2017 NHPP funds of $260,000 *new project in 

the TIP* 
Fiscal Year 2017 
Total Project Cost: $260,000 

 
As required by federal law and the Farmington MPO Public Participation Plan, the 
FMPO is holding a 30-day Public Comment period and Public Hearing on 
Amendment #7.  The 30-day comment period is from August 17, 2014 to September 
15, 2014. The public may also make comments on the proposed amendment at the 
following meeting: 
 
Public Hearing:  During the Farmington MPO Technical Committee meeting at 10:00 
a.m. on Tuesday, August 26, 2014 in the Commission Chambers at the Aztec City Hall, 
201 W Chaco St, Aztec, New Mexico 87410. 
 
Written comments may be sent to the Farmington MPO at: 
 Fax:  (505) 599-1299 
 Mail:  Farmington MPO, 800 Municipal Drive, Farmington, New Mexico, 87401 
 Email: dwakan@fmtn.org 
 
The public may view this Amendment at www.farmingtonmpo.org.  For more 
information contact Duane Wakan, MPO Associate Planner, at (505) 599-1449. 
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FARMINGTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
Agenda Item #6 

 
  
Subject: Information Items 
Prepared by: Fran Fillerup, MPO Associate Planner 
Date: August 18, 2014 
  

 
 

INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
 

a. 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Update. – The survey and 
online comment mapping tool are up and running. The MPO participated in 
the San Juan County Fair as part of the outreach effort for the MTP. The 
community meetings will be held the weeks of August 18 and 25, 2014 

b. Other.  
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M I N U T E S 
FARMINGTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
JULY 24, 2014 

 
Technical Members Present: Bill Watson, City of Aztec 

Cynthia Lopez, City of Farmington 
David Sypher, Alternate, City of Farmington 

Dave Keck, San Juan County 
  
Technical Members Absent: Teresa Brevik, City of Bloomfield 

Nica J. Westerling, City of Farmington  
 

Staff Present: Mary Holton, MPO Officer 
Duane Wakan, MPO Associate Planner 

 June Markle, MPO Administrative Aide 
 

Staff Absent: Fran Fillerup, Acting MPO Planner 
 

Also Present: Larry Hathaway, San Juan County 
 

 
  
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Ms. Lopez called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m. 
 
 
2. APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 26, 2014 TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 
MEETING 
 
Mr. Keck moved to approve the minutes from the June 26, 2014 Technical Committee 
Meeting. Mr. Watson seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously. 
 
 
3. AMENDMENT #6 TO THE FFY2014-2019 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM 

 
  
Subject: FFY2014-2019 TIP Amendment #6 
Prepared by: Duane Wakan, MPO Associate Planner 
Date: July 17, 2014 
  

 
BACKGROUND 

 On July 20, 2014 the Farmington MPO advertised Amendment #6 to the 
FFY2014-2019 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). 

 The amendment adds four project(s) to the TIP as described below and 
removes one project as shown in the attached notice. 
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CURRENT WORK 
 Items added or amended include US 64 from MP 54 to 56 and from MP 58 to 60; 

East Pinon Hills Boulevard; and the East Arterial project. The project removed 
is Legion Road, as described below. 

 The previous TIP amendment added Legion Rd to the TIP to be the logical 
terminus for the East Arterial Phase 1B. 

 NMDOT has now programmed $3.5 million toward construction of the East 
Arterial Phase 1B. 

 Upon completion of this phase, the middle section will be the remaining phase 
of this project. 

 A public hearing on Amendment #6 will be held on July 24, 2014 during the 
Technical Committee meeting. 

 
 
 

ACTION ITEM 
 It is recommended that the Technical Committee review the project(s) in 

Amendment #6, hold a public hearing, and make a recommendation on 
Amendment #6 to the FFY2014-2019 TIP. 

 
 
DISCUSSION: Mr. Wakan reported on Amendment #6 to the FFY2014-2019 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and referred to Pages 2 and 3 of the 
Agenda (see below). The 30-day comment period for Amendment #6 is from July 20 to 
August 18, 2014.  
 
Added/Amended Projects 
 

Project Name: US 64 Phase IV 
Control Number: F100110 
Project Description: Widen to 6 Lanes 
Project Termini: MP 58 to MP 60 
Lead Agency: NMDOT 
Functional 
Classification: 

Urban Principal Arterial- Other 

Funding Source STPS Small Urban - NHPP 
Funding Amount: FY2014 $250,000 NHPP- no change 

FY 2015$9,790,034- increase NHPP funds by  
$6,195273 & move $350,000 from Construction to 
Right of Way (ROW) 
FY 2016 $5,559,966- decrease STPS funds by 
$2,655,239 and NHPP funds by $4,440,034 
 

Fiscal Year FFY2014, FFY2015,FFY 2016 
Total Project Cost: $15,600,000 
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Project Name: East Piñon Hills Blvd 
Control Number: F100100 
Project Description: Full rebuild of the Intersection of Piñon Hills and 

NM 516; Extension of Piñon Hills Blvd to include 
earthwork, asphalt, street lighting, drainage 
improvements and signalization upgrades 

Project Termini: NM 516 (E. Main) to Hubbard 
Lead Agency: City of Farmington 
Functional 
Classification: 

Urban Principal Arterial- Other 

Funding Source TCSP – STP Small Urban – Local  
Funding Amount: FY2015 $3,300,000- adds $300,000 in local 

funding 
FY 2016 $400,000- adds $400,000 in STP Small 
urban funds 

Fiscal Year FFY2015, FFY2016 
Total Project Cost: $3,700,000 
 
 

 

Project Name: US 64 Phase VI 
Control Number: F100113 
Project Description: Widen to 6 Lanes 
Project Termini: From MP 54 to MP 56 
Lead Agency: NMDOT 
Functional 
Classification: 

Urban Principal Arterial- Other 

Funding Source NHPP – STP Small Urban 
Funding Amount: FY2015 $1,000,000- adds $1,000,000 in final 

design and ROW 
FY2019 $9,000,000- no change 

Fiscal Year FFY2015 & FFY2019 
Total Project Cost: $10,000,000 

 
 

Project Name: East Arterial Project (Phase II) 
Control Number: F100191 
Project Description: Construct new road 
Project Termini: From Legion Rd to NM173 
Lead Agency: City of Aztec 
Functional 
Classification: 

Urban Principal Arterial- Other 

Funding Source State Severance Tax – STP Small Urban 
Funding Amount: FY2016 $3,800,000 State Severance Tax 

FY2017 $3,500,000 STP Small Urban 
Fiscal Year FFY2016 & FFY 2017 
Total Project Cost: $7,300,000 
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 Project Removed 
 

Project Name: Legion Road 
Control Number: F100091 
Project Description: Construct new road (logical termini) in preparation 

for future East Arterial route 
Project Termini: Current end of Legion Rd to East Arterial 
Lead Agency: City of Aztec 
Functional 
Classification: 

Urban Major Collector 

Funding Source Local Other 
Funding Amount: Remove from FFY2014-2019 TIP 
Fiscal Year FFY2014 
Total Project Cost: $510,000 

 
Mr. Wakan reviewed each of the projects that were a part of Amendment #6: 
 
US 64 Phase IV  
NMDOT is adding $6,000,000 in funding to this project and moving $350,000 from 
Construction funds to Right-of-Way funds. 
 
East Pinon Hills Boulevard 
The City of Farmington is requesting to add $300,000 in local funding in FY2015 and 
$400,000 in STP Small Urban funds in FY2016 to this project. 
 
US 64 Phase VI 
NMDOT is adding $1,000,000 in final design and ROW to FY2015 for this project. 
 
East Arterial Project (Phase II) 
NMODT has assigned a new control number of F100191 to this project. Additionally, 
the City of Aztec was able to secure State Severance Tax funding in the amount of 
$3,800,000 for FY2016 and will be receiving $3,500,000 in STP Small Urban funding for 
FY2017. This project will be added to the TIP for a total project cost of $7,300,000. 
With this funding, the entire project corridor can be constructed and Legion Road does 
not now have to be built. 
 
Legion Road 
As noted above, with funding secured for the East Arterial Project, Legion Road is 
being removed from the FFY2014-2019 TIP. Mr. Wakan noted that the City of Aztec 
will save $510,000 in not having to construct this roadway.  
 
Mr. Wakan added that Mr. David Quintana said that there was an additional $19,800 
that will need to be added to the $3,800,000 in state severance tax funding that was 
originally noted in the Amendment. This change will be done with as part of the next 
TIP amendment. 
 
Mr. Wakan noted that, if required, another TIP amendment could fit into NMDOT’s 
schedule prior to their STIP Amendment approval. Mr. Wakan said that Mr. Quintana 
also now wants to include some additional projects that would require an Amendment 
#7. Ms. Holton noted that if there were no objections or questions to Amendment #6 
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as presented, the additional $19,800 in state severance tax funding for the City of 
Aztec’s East Arterial project would be referenced in a later administrative 
modification or amendment. 
 
 
Ms. Lopez opened the public hearing on Amendment #6 to the FFY2014-2019 TIP. 
There were no public comments received. Ms. Lopez closed the public hearing. 
 
 
ACTION: Mr. Keck moved to recommend approval of Amendment #6 to the FFY2014-
2019 TIP. Mr. Watson seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously. 
 
 
Mr. Wakan noted that final approval would be sought by the Policy Committee at their 
meeting on August 21. Mr. Sypher asked what NMDOT’s timeline for these projects 
would be following final approval by the Policy Committee on August 21. Mr. Wakan 
said that the State Transportation Commission meets on September 18, 2014 to 
finalize the STIP. For any FY2015 project, the effective date would be October 1, 
2014. 
 
 
4. RECEIVE A REPORT FROM NMDOT 
 
Neither Mr. Brian Degani nor Mr. David Quintana was able to participate in the 
meeting. Their written reports were presented by Mr. Wakan. 
 
 
District 5 Engineering Report 
F100111 – US 64 from mile marker 60 to 62; paving is expected to be completed this 
week. The overall project is expected to be substantially complete by the end of 
August which is two months ahead of schedule. 
 
The US 64 project at the intersection of US 550 is complete except for a few minor 
punch list items which are still pending. Mr. Hathaway noted that Ms. Brevik with the 
City of Bloomfield had said that part of the punch list included an issue with the 
manhole covers.  
 
5100110 – NM 516/NM 574 (Light Plant Road); project will be substantially complete by 
the first of August. Mr. Keck asked Mr. Watson if this road section was to be milled and 
overlaid. Mr. Watson said he had attempted to speak with the project manager on this 
project, but they have not been able to meet. Mr. Watson stated that he thought the 
concrete irrigation boxes on the south side of NM 516 at the intersection were to be 
moved, but this has not been done yet either. 
 
Mr. Keck commented that the joints on the patches were done poorly. Mr. Keck said 
he had envisioned something different than what is being constructed and did not see 
where any geometrics had been changed. Mr. Wakan said he would follow up with Mr. 
Quintana on the mill and overlay question and what they plan to do with the irrigation 
boxes.  
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F100110 – US 64 from mile marker 58 to 60; NMDOT is currently acquiring rights-of-way 
and the project should be advertised in the spring of FY2015 with construction to 
begin in the fall of FY2015;  
 
F100170 – NM 173 safety project; project development is underway with construction 
anticipated in FFY2016-2017; this project is from US 550 north to about one mile south 
of Tiger Park toward Navajo Dam. Mr. Keck clarified that this project is to address 
some sight distance issues on this section of the roadway, but that there would be a 
gap between the improvements completed by the City of Aztec and those to be done 
by NMDOT.  
 
F100091 – East Arterial (Phase II) – This is the project in the current TIP Amendment 
#6. This project will be programmed for construction in FFY2016-2017. 
 
F100112- US 64 from mile marker 56 to 58; NMDOT will issue an RFP for project design 
in September. The project is programmed for construction in FFY2017-2018. 
 
F100113 – US 64 from mile marker 54 to 56; this project will also be on the RP for 
design in September. It will be designed along with F100112 but will be packaged as a 
separately two-mile project. This project is planned for construction in FFY2019-2020 
and this will complete the US 64 corridor project. 
 
Another T/LPA “cradle to grave” training is scheduled to be held in Farmington in 
October and Ms. Westerling is working on the date and venue details. Mr. Wakan 
reported that the first training he attended in Albuquerque was very well attended 
and recommended that all Technical Committee members attend the two-day session. 
He planned to also attend the meeting in Farmington in October. Ms. Holton 
commented that the training highlights managing projects in collaboration with 
NMDOT and understanding the different deadlines and milestones.   
 
 
NMDOT Planning Report 
TAP Projects; some of the FFY2014 TAP projects were recently moved to FFY2015 per 
the Regional Design Center. This was a one-time solution that was negotiated due to 
the short FFY2014 timeline. Mr. Degani provided a spreadsheet that detailed the 
phasing information on the three FMPO TAP projects.  
 
Mr. Wakan said that this remedy allowed the Bloomfield river trail project to be 
salvaged as well as the 20th Street sidewalk and Southside river trail projects. He 
added that the City of Farmington now wants to boost local funding for the 20th Street 
sidewalk project. This will not involve moving any money from one fiscal year to 
another so this change can be done with a simple modification. Mr. Wakan will review 
this change request with Mr. Degani. 
 
The next round of review and decision-making concerning proposed Highway Safety 
Improvement Program (HSIP) safety projects or program applications by the Project 
Selection Committee will take place on Friday, August 1, 2014. Mr. Wakan reminded 
the members that applications can be submitted at any time, but would need to be 
submitted at least two weeks prior to the quarterly review process in order to be 
considered for funding by the Committee at that meeting.  
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The U.S. DOT Announced a Comprehensive Proposed Rulemaking for the Safe 
Transportation of Crude Oil, Flammable Materials in the form of a Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking (NPRM) and a companion Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
(ANPRM).  The NPRM proposes enhanced tank car standards, a classification and 
testing program for mined gases and liquids and new operational requirements for 
high-hazard flammable trains that include braking controls and speed restrictions. 
Both the NPRM and ANPRM are available for review here and will be open for 60 days 
of public comment. Given the urgency of the safety issues addressed in these 
proposals, PHMSA does not intend to extend the comment period. 
  
The Programs Infrastructure Finance Division amended the FFY14 T/LPA deadlines set 
forth a few weeks back.  Extensions were made to accommodate local governments in 
the T/LPA for approved design and construction cooperative agreements to be 
submitted by 8/1/2014.  
 
FHWA and FTA jointly issued the NPRM to propose revisions to regulations governing 
development of metropolitan transportation plans and programs for urbanized areas, 
State transportation plans and programs, and the congestion management 
process.  The changes reflect the passage of MAP–21 and the requirement to take a 
performance-based approach to planning and programming.  
 
 
Mr. Wakan said he would forward these two informational e-mails from Mr. Quintana 
and Mr. Degani to the Technical Committee members. 
 
 
5. INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
  
Subject: Information Items 
Prepared by: Duane Wakan, MPO Associate Planner 
Date: July 16, 2014 
  

 
INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
 

a. 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Update. – The draft survey 
and online comment mapping tool are in development. Planning for the 
public meetings and outreach has begun. 

b. Complete Streets Advisory Group Update. The Complete Streets Advisory 
Group met on July 16 and progress was made on the design guidelines. 

c. Red Apple Transit.  Ridership counts and surveys by the interns are 
ongoing. 

d. Statewide Long-Range Plan (SLRP) Working Group. Staff attended a SLRP 
working group meeting in Albuquerque on July 17, 2014. 
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e. August Technical Committee Meeting. The August Technical Committee 
meeting will be joint meeting with NMDOT on Tuesday, August 26 at 10:00 
at the City of Aztec. Please provide agenda items to the MPO by Thursday, 
August 14, 2014. 

f. Other.  

 
DISCUSSION: Mr. Wakan reported that the consultant for the 2040 MTP Update has 
developed the online comment mapping tool.  He said that the process for accessing 
the survey was very easy: the user clicks on the map showing where they live, 
questions then pop up about the demographics of their household, and they are then 
taken to the MTP survey questions. The consultant plans to showcase some before and 
after images of what projects might look like and determine the region’s willingness to 
fund potential projects. Mr. Wakan reported that the MPO has provided the consultant 
with layers of GIS data to allow them to format the map to fit the local needs. He said 
Staff was pleased that the survey was very innovative. 
 
Ms. Holton added that there was significant outreach planned for the MTP update 
which is the preliminary work in terms of getting the survey tool on-line. She said that 
eight locations for public meetings have been identified to date along with a presence 
at the County Fair and a scheduled radio interview. Ms. Holton explained that 
Technical Committee members might be asked to help staff the fair booth. Due to 
issues with Wi-Fi access at the fairgrounds, paper MTP surveys may be used to gather 
data.  
 
The Complete Streets Advisory Group met on July 16 and decided to reconvene late in 
August to allow time for the illustrations of all the preliminary design guidelines to be 
readied for their review at that meeting. Some members of the Advisory Group 
believed that this element of the design guidelines was being rushed and they wanted 
to understand why. Ms. Holton commented that some members feel rush while others 
are anxious for things to move forward. She stated that the MRA has funding for a 
traffic study on Main Street and the impact to implementing Complete Streets project. 
The funding for this study has been allocated by the City Council but they are seeking 
criteria on which to base the study on. Ms. Holton said the MRA has been waiting for at 
least a draft version of the FMPO guidelines in order to begin the project. The 
preliminary draft design guidelines for the downtown/urban area should be available 
by September so movement on this MRA project can begin. The remaining design 
guidelines can then be developed over time. 
 
Mr. Wakan added that the next meeting for the Complete Streets Advisory Group was 
scheduled for August 28. The preliminary design guidelines for the downtown/urban 
area would be ready for the Advisory Group’s review and approval. These guidelines 
can then be given to the City of Farmington’s MRA Commission to allow them to move 
forward with their project. 
 
The two MPO interns are out in the field counting Red Apple Transit passengers, riding 
the various routes, and distributing surveys. Mr. Wakan noted that the input of the 
date collected is ongoing. 
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Mr. Wakan attended another working group meeting of the Statewide Long-Range 
Planning (SLRP) in Albuquerque last week. All the MPOs were in attendance and 
provided input on how NMDOT can shed the image of a highway department to a multi-
modal transportation entity. Discussion focused on the planning, design, and 
construction of facilities, and should we continue to build more of what there already 
is or do we need to focus on other options. Also discussed were finding ways to fund 
transportation projects. 
 
The next Technical Committee meeting will be moved from August 28 to Tuesday, 
August 26 and will be a joint meeting with NMDOT in Aztec. 
 
With the requirement to meet performance measures and the need to collect and 
show current and new data after changes are made to the road network, Mr. Wakan 
said other MPOs are using some new and innovative products. He asked if a vendor 
could make a presentation at a Technical Committee meeting to present their data 
products that help MPOs track before and after measurements. Mr. Wakan has spoken 
with the vendor, watched their presentation and sees value in the product, but would 
like the Technical Committee members to weigh in also. 
Ms. Holton said this would be permissible as long as there was a stipulation that the 
presentation alone did not imply a purchase. Mr. Wakan said the presentation would 
be in a “go-to” meeting format. He believed it was important for the Technical 
Committee to see what products were available and determine what would be of value 
to the MPO and to the entities. 
 
Mr. Sypher said the City of Farmington had just purchased a software program called 
Blue Toad that would be available to MPO Staff. It was asked if any other members 
were using different software and the importance of striving to be compatible with 
other products being used. The Technical Committee agreed that the educational 
opportunity would be good and would provide some perspective of the products 
available. Mr. Wakan said he would schedule this “go-to” presentation for after the 
August 26 joint meeting and would also look at Blue Toad.  
 
 
6. BUSINESS FROM THE CHAIRMAN, MEMBERS AND STAFF 
 
Mr. Keck asked if the MPO would request some information from NMDOT on the termini 
for the NM 173 safety project on behalf of the City of Aztec and San Juan County.  
 
Mr. Watson asked for the status of the planned traffic signal for the intersection of NM 
173 and US 550. He said this project had been funded years ago, but was never built. 
Now there is a development planned for that intersection that Mr. Watson said it is 
unsafe without the traffic signal. 
 
Mr. Wakan suggested a presentation on case studies of book ends like those being 
considered for the East Arterial Route design. He thought it might be beneficial to see 
what others are doing when constructing relief routes. 
 
Mr. Hathaway said that he had attended a meeting in Gallup yesterday and been 
presented with information about the SLRP. Ms. Holton said that the long-range plan 
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for the MPO needed to collaborate with the SLRP and vice versa to ensure 
transparency and communication with all parties.   
 
There was no additional business from the Chairman, Members and Staff. 
 
 
7. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR 
 
There was no business from the Floor. 
 
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Watson moved to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Keck seconded the motion. Ms. Lopez 
adjourned the meeting at 10:57 a.m. 
  
 
__________________________  ________________________________ 
Cynthia Lopez, Chair    June Markle, MPO Administrative Aide 
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