Improper Display for Detour

These signs that are lying on the ground
were intended to give motorists notice of
ROAD WORK AHEAD and ROAD CLOSED
AHEAD. If proper routine inspection of all
traffic control devices was being adhered to,
this should have been corrected at start of
work.

This setup is missing the DETOUR sign, and
the ROAD CLOSED TO THRU TRAFFIC
sign should be mounted at top of type three
with bolts, not duct tape that partially
obscures lettering. The chevrons on
barricades is intended to direct traffic in the
desired direction. These chevrons are
pointing to the left instead of the right.




Placement & Operation of Traffic

Control Devices

Sign Placement

- Sign placement is very important during
construction or maintenance. Signs should
be located on the right side of the roadway
unless otherwise specified in the MUTCD.
Signs should be placed such that drivers
can read them and have time to respond.
The signs should not block or be blocked by
permanent signs or other roadway objects
such as streetlight poles or vegetation.

Ad Van Ce War n In g SI g n S . o Distance Between Signs**

- Warning sign quantity and spacing is A B c

based upon the location, speed and type of ibwton weelt lgec | (RED LTI T )

application. Work on low speed residential e S eepy  SRD o L
. . Rural 500 (150) 500 (150) 500 (150)

Streets may Only reqUIre 1 advance Warnlng Expressway / Freeway 1,000 (300) 1,500 (450) 2,640 (800)

* Speed category to be determined by highway agency

**Distances are shown in feet (meters). The A dimension is the distance from the transition or

with as little as 100’ The lower the speed the
less advance warning is required. Use the
the quantity and spacing of signs. zone))



Placement & Operation of Traffic
Control Devices

 Lack of advanced warning

- This location was a residential side street
to the main construction street. No
advanced warning of the closure was
present and there is no ROAD CLOSED
sign in front of the barrels. In addition, none
of these barrels have any warning lights
attached for night time control.

* Uniformity of signs

- This sign has two different size letter fonts
being used and is pretty scraped up. The
MUTCD specifies that the FHWA book
“Standard Highway Signs and Markings”
shall govern the design of signs relative to
sign size, color schemes, and font sizes.




Maintenance of Traffic Control Devices

Traffic Control Device Maintenance

- Maintenance of devices should be to high

standards to assure that legibility is retained,
that the device is visible, both during daytime
as well as nighttime. Clean, legible, properly
mounted devices in good working condition
command the respect of vehicle operators
and pedestrians. Devices that are no longer
needed or are not applicable should be
removed or covered. These are some
examples of poorly maintained items.

The following slides are evaluation guides for
what is considered “ACCEPTABLE”,
“MARGINAL”, and “UNACCEPTABLE”.

CHECK YOUR INVENTORY AND

EVALUATE IT TO ASSURE THE
CONTINUED EFFECTIVENESS OF
EACH DEVICE.




Maintenance of Traffic Control Devices

EVALUATION GUIDE

WORK ZONE SIGNS EVALUATION GUIDE

TYPE I, Il or Il
BARRICADE PANELS
OR VERTICAL PANELS

Acceptable

There are several abrasions on the surface
but very little loss of lettering. There has been

|

|

1
no touch-up of the lettering. This message is | Acceptable
legible per the design criteria of the MUTCD. l Panels not deformed to an extent so 25 to

: decrease the panels target value. There are
Marginal several abrasions on the surface but very little

loss of reflective sheeting. The orange is vivid

Of the many surface abrasions throughout the and the stripes provide contrast.

sign face, many are within the individual letters
of the message. The sign surface is free of
any residue. Although some color fading is
evident, the background color and reflectivity
are still apparent at night. This message is
legible per the design criteria of the MUTCD.

Marginal

There are numerous surface abrasions through
the panel surface. Some color fading is evident;
however, it is free of large areas of residue or
missing reflective material. The orange is vivid
and the stripes provide contrast.

Unacceptable

Unacceptable

Signs with asphalt splatter or cement slurry of
an amount similar to the abrasions that are

The surface is marred over a high percentage of

evident throughout the face of this sign are the panel area. There is noticeable loss of
unacceptable. Some letters have a loss of reflectivity and obvious color fading. Panels with
more than 50 percent. There is a noticeable asphalt splatter and/or cement slurry, or any
color fading. The message is illegible per the combination of missing and covered reflective

design criteria of the MUTCD. material similar in area to that shown here would

also make a panel unacceptable.
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Maintenance of T

EVALUATION GUIDE
DRUMS

Acceptable

The sheeting has only minor tears and
scratches. The dent shown does not seriously
reduce the reflectivity. The drum maintains its
intended original shape

Marginal

The sheeting has numerous tears and
scratches, however, it is free of large areas of
residue or missing reflective material. The
large dent shown reduces the effectiveness of
the upper reflective band, however, the drum
strength is not reduced. The drum maintains
its intended original shape.

Unacceptable

The large areas of missing reflective material
on the fractured upper area make this drum
unacceptable. Drums with asphalt splatter
and/or cement slurry, or any combination of
missing and covered reflective material,
similar in area to the missing reflective
material would also make a drurn unaccept
able. Substantial deformation of a drum which
reduces the original dimensions may cause
the drum to be considered as “unacceptable’
even If other parameters are still “acceptable”
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raffic Control Devices

EVALUATION GUIDE
CONES

Acceptable

The conical shape should remain clearly
identifiable with no significant distortion and
must be free standing in its normal position.
The surface is free of punctures and abra-
sions. The surface is free of asphalt splatter,
cement slurry or other material and will readily
respond to washing. The reflective bands, if
required, have little or no loss of reflectivity,
with only minor tears and scratches.

Marginal

The surface has some asphalt splatterings or
cement slurry and may not be readily cleaned
due to abrasion and discoloration. The
reflective bands, if required, have numerous
tears and scratches, but are free of large
areas of residue or missing material.

Unacceptable

Punctures and large areas of staining asphalt
splatter or cement slurry make these an
unlikely candidate for improvement. Large
areas of missing or stained reflective material
make the cone unacceptable.
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