














64 Amendment to Chapter 19 of the FCC



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

MEMORANDUM

Derra Mattina, Oil & Gas Inspector

Oil & Gas and Geologic and Engineering Hazards Advisory Commission
September 28, 2010

Amendments to Chapter 19 of the Farmington City Code

The last round of annual well inspections has brought some issues with the most current Chapter 19 to
our attention. These issues can be addressed by making the following code changes. Below is the
current code section being addressed. You will see the numbers (1), (2), (3), and (4) showing the
locations of the requested changes at the bottom of the page.

Sec. 19-3-10. - Fencing and landscaping of well site.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

Under this chapter, all drilling and production sites shall be enclosed on all sides by a minimum
six-foot chain link fence with double strands of barbed wire across the top. Fences at well sites
(1) within 300 feet of a principal use building or within 100 feet of a (2) street shall be at a
minimum, opaque prewoven slats in chain link or other type, as approved by the director. The
chain link fence shall have a minimum of two remotely located gates or exit ways, on the site and
the gates shall be kept locked at all times when the permittee or his employees are not within
the enclosure. Notwithstanding the time that landscaping is to be installed, the fence required by
this section shall be installed prior to production commencing on the well.

If at any time a principal use building comes within 300 feet of (3) the well site, or a (2) street
comes within 100 feet of (3) a well site, the permittee shall submit a landscaping and screening
plan within 60 days for review and approval by the director. The site shall be screened and
landscaped in substantial conformance with the community development department landscape
guidelines for purposes of screening the production facilities from outside view and ensuring the
compatibility of the well site with the surrounding area.

Well sites annexed into the city shall have 60 days to submit a screening and landscaping plan for
review and approval by the director if they are within 100 feet of a street or 300 feet of a
principal use building.

The director shall render a decision regarding a landscaping and screening plan submitted as
required by this section within 21 days of the submittal. Waivers to the community development
department landscape guidelines may be approved by the director.

(4) The plan shall be installed within 180 days of approval.

Requested changes:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Add in “that have production equipment located” in section (a)

Add in “paved”

Add in “production equipment on” in section (b)

Replace section (e) with “The plan shall be installed within 18 months of special use permit
approval by City Council or 180 days from the well going into production, whichever occurs

first.”

65


javascript:void(0)

Code section with requested changes written in:

Sec. 19-3-10. - Fencing and landscaping of well site.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

Under this chapter, all drilling and production sites shall be enclosed on all sides by a minimum
six-foot chain link fence with double strands of barbed wire across the top. Fences at well sites
that have production equipment located within 300 feet of a principal use building or within 100
feet of a paved street shall be at a minimum, opaque prewoven slats in chain link or other type,
as approved by the director. The chain link fence shall have a minimum of two remotely located
gates or exit ways, on the site and the gates shall be kept locked at all times when the permittee
or his employees are not within the enclosure. Notwithstanding the time that landscaping is to
be installed, the fence required by this section shall be installed prior to production commencing
on the well.

If at any time a principal use building comes within 300 feet of production equipment on the
well site, or a paved street comes within 100 feet of production equipment on a well site, the
permittee shall submit a landscaping and screening plan within 60 days for review and approval
by the director. The site shall be screened and landscaped in substantial conformance with the
community development department landscape guidelines for purposes of screening the
production facilities from outside view and ensuring the compatibility of the well site with the
surrounding area.

Well sites annexed into the city shall have 60 days to submit a screening and landscaping plan for
review and approval by the director if they are within 100 feet of a street or 300 feet of a
principal use building.

The director shall render a decision regarding a landscaping and screening plan submitted as
required by this section within 21 days of the submittal. Waivers to the community development
department landscape guidelines may be approved by the director.

The plan shall be installed within 18 months of special use permit approval by City Council or
180 days from the well going into production, whichever occurs first.

Reasons for the requested changes:

(1) If left unchanged, a large number of well sites within the city limits would require landscaping
due solely to their proximity to a street. Currently, all wells located within 100 feet of a paved
street have been required to landscape. Do unpaved streets have a high enough traffic volume
to justify the landscaping requirement? Is this the intent of the code? Are we willing to impose
the added financial burden on operators at this time? If the suggested change is made, when a
street is paved, any well site located within 100 feet of the street would then have the standard
60 days to submit a landscaping plan, following the same process we currently use when an
existing well site has a new principal use building constructed within 300 feet. Wells located
near unpaved streets would still be required to landscape eventually when the street is paved,
they simply would not be required to landscape right now.
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(2 & 3) Both our current and historical inspections methods have used production equipment, not

(4)

fence lines, as the locations for measuring distance, both in required opaque
fencing/landscaping and in required distances from buildings. The recent revisions of Chapter 19
included an added definition in section 19-1-1 “Well site means the area enclosed by the fence
surrounding the well head and all production equipment.” This definition then caused the code
sections on landscaping to read differently, requiring landscaping and opaque fencing based on
fence line location instead of production equipment. We therefore need to change the code or
change our inspection methods. We have not yet required a well site to landscape based on
their fence line location so we would not be creating inconsistency by making the suggested
code change. However, if we change our inspection methods and leave the code as it is written,
many more wells will be required to landscape during next year’s annual inspections due to the
change in measurement methods.

We have already had 2 wells affected by a timeline issue in our code. There is no provision in the
code for wells with landscaping plans that are submitted and approved during the special use
permit process. Consequently, these wells would have only 180 days to install the plans with the
way the code is currently written, even though most wells would not even be drilled and in
production by 180 days from special use permit approval. We want to encourage operators to
continue to submit landscaping plans during the special use permit process, therefore we need
to put a realistic timeline for landscaping installation into the code for this particular
contingency. The 2 wells affected were given written extensions in order to provide a temporary
solution, but the question continues to come up in reference to new well permits so a
permanent solution is needed. The requested code change would not affect the timeline
imposed on wells which submit landscaping plans when they are already in production.
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