
 
 
 
 
 

A    G    E    N   D   A 
 
 
 

City of Farmington 
Administrative Review Board 

 
 
 

February 9, 2012 



ATTENTION PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: 
 
The meeting  room and  facilities are  fully accessible  to persons with mobility disabilities.    If you plan  to 
attend a meeting and need an auxiliary aid or service, please contact the City Clerk's office at 599‐1101 or 
599‐1106, prior to the meeting so arrangements can be made. 
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Administrative Review Board 
February 9, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. 

 
 

Item 
No.     

1  Call Meeting to Order 
 

 

2  Approval of the Agenda 
 

 

3  Approval of the Minutes from the January 5, 2012 Meeting 
 

1 

4  Petition:   ARB 12‐01A    ‐   a  request  from Thomas  Link  for  a  variance  to 
allow a wall 6  feet  in height along  the  front property  line on a  through  lot 
located at 5510 Fairway Drive in the SF‐10 Single‐family Residential District. 
 

5 

5  Business from: 
  Floor: 
  Chairman: 

Members:  Quasi‐Judicial discussion with Farmington’s Legal 
Department 

  Staff: 
 

 

6  Adjournment   

 



M I N U T E S 
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW BOARD 

January 5, 2012 6:00 P.M. 
 
 
 
 

The Administrative Review Board met in regular session on Thursday, January 5, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
City Council Chambers, 800 Municipal Drive, Farmington, New Mexico. 
 
Members Present:  Tom O’Keefe 
  Derrick Childers 
  Tim Christensen 
  Ireke Cooper 
  Nick Martin 
 
Members Absent:  None 
 
Staff Present  Fran Fillerup 
  Mary Holton 
  Cindy Lopez 
  Dee Dee Moore 
 
Other Attendees  Thomas Link 
 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman O’Keefe and there being a quorum verified by 
roll call, the following proceedings were duly had and taken. 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
A motion was made by Board Member Childers, seconded by Board Member Christensen,  to approve 
the agenda as presented.  The motion passed by a voice vote of 5‐0. 
 
Approval of the Minutes from the December 8, 2012 Regular Meeting 
A motion was made by Board Member Childers  to  approve  the minutes of December  8,  2012.    The 
motion was seconded by Board Member Martin. The motion passed by a voice vote of 5‐0. 
 
 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW BOARD 

Petition ARB 12‐01 
Variance to the front yard setback on a double front lot 

from the required 30‐feet to 20‐feet 
5510 Fairway Drive 
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Discussion of ARB 12‐01 on January 5, 2012 
Board Member Childers informed Chairman O’Keefe that he wished to remove himself from the 
vote on  this petition because of a conflict of  interest.   The board was  in agreement with  that 
request. 
 
Additionally Chairman O’Keefe mentioned that the only portion of the variance to be considered 
at this meeting was the setback request because of notification requirements.   
 
Associate Planner Fran Fillerup presented the staff report to only consider the variance request 
for the reduction of the 30‐foot front yard setback.  This property is considered a double fronted 
(through)  lot because  it  faces Fairway on  the west and  Lola on  the east.   However all of  the 
properties between Fairway Drive and Lola Lane are addressed from Fairway Drive and use Lola 
Lane as the back yard.   The petitioner  is requesting the variance to build a 38  foot by 36  foot 
garage.   Staff concludes that approval of this request  is appropriate and  is a minimal easing of 
the code,  is not detrimental to  the public and  that the reduction to 20  feet will still allow the 
vehicle to safely pull completely off the street.   Mr. Fillerup mentioned that there was one call 
received  in  protest  but  the  person  did  not  identify  themselves  and  were  encouraged  to 
participate in this public meeting. 
 
Chairman O’Keefe stated that Staff will re‐notice the variance request for the fence and that no 
fee or additional paperwork will be required of the petitioner and the petition would be heard 
at the February 9, 2012 meeting.  The petitioner, Thomas Link, signified that that timeframe was 
okay with him.   
 
Petitioner Thomas Link or 5510 Fairway Drive had one point to add to the discussion.  He stated 
that  currently  the  road  surface  is  an  additional  19’  from  the  property  line  and  answered 
Chairman O’Keefe that the height of the garage would be 12 feet to match the existing garage. 
 
Board Member  Cooper  stated  that  setbacks were  placed  to  eliminate  a  confining  feeling  of 
streets and he feels that by approving this petition it does not go against the spirit of that in this 
neighborhood.      Chairman  O’Keefe mentioned  that  a  similar  setback  variance  was  recently 
approved for a garage on Lola Lane for Mr. Washburn. 
 
A motion was made by Board Member Cooper to approve the portion of this variance regarding 
the 10’  setback  reduction, not addressing  the wall height which will be heard on February 9, 
2012.  Board Member Christensen seconded the motion and by a voice vote was approved 4‐0 
(Board Member Childers abstained from the vote). 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW BOARD ACTION OF JANUARY 5, 2012 
Board Member Cooper made a motion to approved ARB 12‐01 as recommended by staff for the 
setback variance only.   The motion was  seconded by Board Member Christensen.   The board 
was polled by voice vote and the motion passed 4‐0. 
 
AYE:    Chairman O’Keefe and Board Members Christensen, Cooper and Martin 
NAY:  None 
ABSTAIN:  Board Member Childers 
ABSENT:  None 
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MOTION PASSED 4‐0 
 
 
Business from the Floor:  There was no business from the Floor. 
 
Business from the Chair:  Chairman  O’Keefe  asked  about  the  quasi‐judicial  information 
that was being provided by the  legal department.   Senior Planner Cindy Lopez stated that Mr. 
Cooke could not be here  tonight but has scheduled his presentation  for  the February 9, 2012 
meeting.   Chairman O’Keefe reminded everyone that Petition SUP 12‐01 request for the fence 
height variance would also be held at that time. 
 
Business from Staff:  There was not business from Staff. 
 
Business from Members:  There was no business from the Members. 
 
 
Adjournment:    Meeting was adjourned at 6:11 pm. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________  ___________________________ 
Tom O’Keefe, Chairman  Dee Dee Moore, Office Manager 
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ARB 12-01A Staff Report 

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW BOARD 
Petition ARB 12-01A 
Second Staff Report 

Variance to the Maximum Height of a Fence in the Required Front Yard 
February 9, 2012 

DESCRIPTION OF PETITION 
Petition No. ARB 12-01A is a request from Thomas Link, for a variance to allow a wall 6 feet in 
height along the front property line on a double frontage lot located at 5510 Fairway Drive in the 
SF-10 Single-family Residential District.  The property is legally described as: 

That part of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (SW¼ SW¼) and in the 
Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (NW¼ SW¼) of Section Twenty-Nine (29) 
in Township Thirty (30) North of Range Twelve (12) West, N.M.P.M., in the City of 
Farmington, San Juan County, New Mexico, described as follows:     BEGINNING at a 
point which in North 89o 33’ West 927.5 feet and North 0o 10’ West 1211.4 feet from 
the Southeast corner of the SW¼ SW¼ of said Section 29, said point being on the East 
right-of-way line of Fairway Drive;  THENCE North 3o 10’ West 157.5 feet along the 
East line of said Fairway Drive;  THENCE South 89o 33’ East 214.0 feet to a point on 
the West line of Lola Lane;  THENCE South 3o 10’ East 157.5 feet along said Lola 
Lane;  THENCE North 89o 33’ West 214.0 feet to the point of beginning. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Applicant.............................. Thomas Link 

Representative .................... Thomas Link 

Property Owner ................... Thomas Link 

Nature of Petition ................ The applicant is requesting a variance to the maximum height of a 
wall on the front property line.  The applicant is proposing to 
construct a six-foot tall block wall along Lola Lane.  A variance to 
the safe sight triangle at the driveway onto Lola Lane is also 
included in the applicant’s request.  The property is a double 
frontage lot, or “through lot”, with frontage on both Fairway Drive 
and Lola Lane.  

Location of Property ........... 5510 Fairway Drive 

Applicable Regulations ...... City of Farmington Unified Development Code (UDC): According 
to Section 2.8.3 C. (2) b., in the rare case where double frontage 
(through) lots are approved, a front setback shall be maintained.  

According to Section 5.4.4.A (1), fences at the front property line 
in residential districts are limited to three feet of height.  This 
provision does not apply to open wrought iron fencing with low 
opacity. 

According to Section 5.3.6, fences or walls at the intersection of 
driveways and local streets shall maintain a safe sight triangle, the 
legs of which are 20 feet and 20 feet.  All structures or plantings in 
this safe sight triangle shall maintain clear sight between 3 and 7 
feet of height.  The safe sight triangle is applicable to the north 
and south sides of the applicant’s driveway onto Lola Lane. 

Zoning .................................. SF-10 Single-family Residential District 

Existing Use ........................ Single-family residence 
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